
BARRIE HOUSING

 
NEWSLETTER SPRING 2019 

 

Barrie Housing celebrated St. Patrick’s day with fun, food and dancing at 

our Northfields site on March 15, 2019 

     

 

  

 

Luck of the Irish! 

 

Many thanks to the volunteers 

from the Miller School of Irish 

Dance who came out to our St. 

Patrick’s Day celebrations! 

  

 

Cupcakes and colouring! 
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FREE TAX CLINICS 

Barrie Housing was happy to hold two sucessful 
free tax clinics at our Coulter and Allanview 
locations.  Taxes are due to be filed annually by 
April 30th. 

 

PROTECT YOURSELF AGAINST FRAUD! 

Tax season can bring out a lot of fraudulent phone 

calls, emails and even text messages.  Here are 

some helpful tips to avoid falling victim to 

scammers. 

 

The CRA will never: 

• ask for information about your passport, health card, or driver's license 
• demand immediate payment by Interac e-transfer, bitcoin, prepaid credit cards or gift cards 

from retailers such as iTunes, Amazon, or others 
• use aggressive language or threaten you with arrest or sending the police 
• leave voicemails that are threatening or give personal or financial information 
• email you a link asking you to fill in an online form with personal or financial details 
• send you an email with a link to your refund 
• threaten you with arrest or a prison sentence 
• set up a meeting with you in a public place to take a payment 
• give or ask for personal or financial information by email and ask you to click on a link 

 

The CRA never uses text messages or instant messaging such as Facebook 
Messenger or WhatsApp to communicate with taxpayers under any 
circumstance. If a taxpayer receives text or instant messages claiming to be 
from the CRA, they are scams! 

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON SCAMS AND HOW TO PROTECT YOURSELF VISIT: 

Canada.ca/taxes-fraud-prevention 

 

 

 

 

Special Thanks to CPA 
Huronia Association for 
volunteering their time and 
expertise in completing and 
filing taxes for individuals 
all over the city. 



 

Clean Communities 

It takes co-operation and commitment to make your surroundings look beautiful. 
Barrie Housing is looking for tenants to help volunteer and organize site clean up and gardening 
events.  With the nicer weather upon us, it will soon be a great time to get out and get involved in 
projects that increase the beauty of our homes and buildings . 
Please contact Karey Comer, Community Development Manager at the Tenant Services Office to 
share your ideas and get involved. 
(705) 727-0414 ex 222 or by email at karey@barriehousing.com 
 

Garden at Timbercrest 

Barrie Housing is pleased to announce that Urban Panty Barrie has selected our Timbercrest site as 
the recipient of a large community garden! Volunteers will be out in full force to help build some 

beautiful raised beds for tenants who expressed interest in growing their own 
vegetables over the coming months.  Many thanks to those at Urban Pantry and 
the volunteers who will dedicate their time to this amazing project. 
Timbercrest residents, there is still time to join us!  Contact Karey Comer at 
(705) 727-0414 ex 222 or karey@barriehousing.com for more information or 
express your interest. 
 

 

 

Mill Creek Community Clean Up Scavenger Hunt 

This group of super star 
youngsters showed up to 
clean up!  Not even the 
less than great weather 
could keep this group 
away.  Within an hour 
they had filled all the 
available trash bags with 
litter from around the 
property making Mill 
Creek just a little 
brighter.  Special thanks 
for their passion, 
determination, ideas and 
help in improving their 
home! 
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Health and Safety 

 

The Simcoe Muskoka Health Unit can help answer questions about your 
health and the health of your family.   
Health Connection is staffed by nurses and public health inspectors who 
can help you get the information and advice you need, and connect you with 
community programs and services.  Call us Monday through Friday, 

between 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., at 705-721-7520 or 1-877-721-7520 or send an email to Health Connection using 
our online form 
 
We can answer your questions about: 

• immunizations 

• parenting 

• breastfeeding and child nutrition 

• common illnesses and infections 

• well water testing, and more. 
 
We can connect you with: 

• prenatal classes and parenting programs 

• quit smoking workshops 

• immunization clinics 

• sexual health clinics 

• inspectors for safe food and water, and more. 
 

 
“Don’t Flush” 

 
Many items we use on a daily basis cannot go down our drains.  
Flushing such items can cause damage to our sewer systems, 
and potentially cause backups in our homes.  Most of these 
items should go into the garbage or special drop-off locations 
where they can be properly disposed of. 
 
How you can help: 

• Return expired or unused pharmaceuticals and sharps back 
to your pharmacy for disposal 

•  

• Keep the following items out of the toilet and into the garbage where they belong: 

• Personal care wipes/baby wipes 

• Tampons, sanitary pads 

• Diapers 

• Condoms 

• Waxes 

• Cotton Swabs 

• Dental Floss 

• Facial Tissue 

• Cosmetics 
 

 

http://www.simcoemuskokahealth.org/HealthUnit/About/Contact/ContactHealthConnection


 
 
 
 
 



 
Sandbox Centres in Barrie had it’s grand opening at the start of April 2019.   Located above the bus terminal in 
downtown Barrie, it’s space is designed to create a hub open to all members of the business community. Their 
primary goal is to bring together resources and ideas and to build a network where collaboration and 
knowledge connect people together. 
Sandbox graciously donated 40 children’s bicycles as part of their grand opening to the tenants of Barrie 
Housing.  The children were surprised with a brand new bikes and I think the smiles all around say it all! 
 

Many thanks to everyone who worked so dedicatedly to bring out these smiles! 
For more information on the Sandbox Centre and it’s partners visit www.sandboxcentre.com 

 

Easter at Allanview 
 

Allenview hosted a Children’s Easter Party in April.  It was a fun filled afternoon of cookie decorating, 
colouring and hunting for Easter Eggs! 

 

 
 

 

http://www.sandboxcentre.com/


   

 

Community Shout Outs! 

Many thanks to Dana at Canada’s Sleep Paradise 
and to Mike and Krista at Mike the Mattress Guy for 
their generous support. 

We are extremely grateful for local businesses 
committed to our communities.  

 
RecACCESS 

 

Recreation Program Fees Assistance Program 

The City provides a wide range of recreation and 

physical activity programs. While subsidized by tax 

revenues from the citizens of Barrie, these 

programs often include a registration fee to offset 

program costs. RecACCESS is intended to ensure 

all residents have an opportunity to participate in 

recreation programs and activities, regardless of 

their financial situation. 

What is RecACCESS? 

RecACCESS is a fee assistance program that 

provides support to low-income families and 

individuals in Barrie, by providing qualifying 

participants with a City of Barrie membership and 

youth credits which can be applied to the 

registration fee for qualifying programs and 

activities.  

For more information and applications, visit the 

Barrie Housing website at www.barriehousing.com 

or the City of Barrie website at www.barrie.ca 

 
 
 
 

 

Other Information 

Other Information 

   

Looking for Tech Help?  Want to 
learn a new language? Catch a 
free movie or find fun PA Day 
activities for you and your family?  
Check out the many programs 
available through the Barrie 
Public Library.  Full program 
details can be found at 
www.barrielibrary.ca 

CONGRATULATIONS! 

Chris H from Allanview and 
Deanna T from North  Barrie 

Heights 

Our winners of the $100 gift cards 
in our Mobile Market Survey 

Draw. 

 

http://www.barriehousing.com/
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Barrie Food Bank 
 

42 Anne St S, Unit 2 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday 8:30 to 3:30       
Tuesday and Thursday 8:30 to 11:30am 
(705) 725-1818 
 
The Barrie Food Bank’s mission is: to provide temporary food 
relief to individuals and families of our community who are in need, 

and to serve as a resource to guide them along the road to self sufficiency.  
 
What you need to bring 
When you visit the food bank for food assistance in the afternoon you will be asked for information 
about your income, your address and your expenditures. It is important to bring the following with 
you: 

• Identification for all family members 

• Proof of income and benefits (Employment, EI, Child Tax Credit, Social Assistance) 

• Proof of expenditures (rent, mortgage and utilities) 

• Proof of current address 

• Plastic or canvas grocery bags 
This information is asked for each time you visit for food assistance in the afternoon. 
 
Assessment interview 
When accessing the food bank you will participate in an assessment interview. This assessment 
helps us to understand your needs and ensures that the food is fairly distributed among those who 
need it. It also allows us to find out what issues have brought you to the food bank and gives us the 
opportunity to see if there are any resources we can provide to improve your situation. 
 
Food Assistance 
The food bank will attempt to provide you with 2 to 3 weeks of food based on food availability and the 
number of people in your family. You will leave the food bank with can fruit and vegetables, soup, can 
pasta, peanut butter, pasta, pasta sauce, cereal, crackers, can fish or meat, baby food and diapers, 
eggs, cheese, margarine, milk, breads and various other products. We will try to provide you with a 
balanced nutritional order. Please be mindful that all of our products are subject to availability based 
on donations. You will be able to access the food assistance program up to 10 times in a calendar 
year. We ask that you try to bring your own canvas or recyclable bags. 
 
 
Morning Drop In Monday to Friday 8:30am to 11:30am  
At the morning Drop In you are able to pick up breads, baked goods, plus other items. You are able to 
use the morning drop in program as often as you wish. 
No documentation is required, however we do ask that you bring your own grocery bags. 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Community Room Rentals 

Community Room Rentals may be available to all 
tenants in good standing based on availability 
and policy.  Renting the Community Rooms are 
free to tenants, however all room rentals require 
a $75 dollar damage deposit in the form of 
Money Order or Cash.  This deposit will be 
returned to the renter provided the room and it’s 
contents are returned in the condition in which 
they  were received.  

To reserve a community room please contact 
Karey Comer, Community Development 
Manager at 705-727-0414 ex 222 or 
karey@barriehousing.com 

 

Tenant Volunteer Opportunity 

Barrie Housing is currently looking for Tenant 
Director Board Members. 
This is a volunteer position that would require you to 
attend monthly board meetings. 
Meetings are held on the 3rd Wednesday of each 
month in the evening. 
We request that interested candidates please 
consider the following requirements before 
submitting an application. 
 
The ideal successful candidate should: 
 
·Be an active participant by being prepared, sharing 

ideas freely and understanding the 
mandate/vision/objectives/policies of Barrie Housing 
·Attend monthly evening meetings 

·Attend any required training and the Annual General 

Meeting 
·Have the ability to dedicate 3-4 hours per month of 

their time 
 
Applications are available on our website under 
Resources at www.barriehousing.com or at Head 
Office, 72 Ross St. Barrie 
If you are interested in applying for the Tenant Board 
Member position, please forward your  application 
to: brenda@barriehousing.com or deliver to 72 Ross 
St, Barrie during business hours by June 30th/19 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Stat Holidays 

 

Victoria Day – May 20, 2019 
Canada Day – July 1, 2019 
 

• For any emergency 
maintenance issues on 
these days please call 
the After Hours 
Emergency 
Maintenance Service 
Line at 705-739-4369 

 
Barrie Housing Contact Info 
 
Main Office 705-727-1101 
 
Tenant Services 705-727-
0414 
 
Maintenance 705-727-0414 
ext. 333 
 
Online at 
www.barriehousing.com  
 

 

mailto:karey@barriehousing.com
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http://www.barriehousing.com/


 
 

Programs: 

EarlyON continues to run out of several Barrie Housing 
community rooms. 

The EarlyON Centres, formerly OEYC’s, offer families/care providers 
with children prenatal through 6 years, a range of core services which 
can assist them in their parenting or caregiving role as well as provide 
a safe environment where children can experience a variety of learning 
activities and practice new found skills. The activities provided for the 

children include creative experiences, science and math experiences, circle time, snack time, 
activities that promote literacy and experiences that promote social and emotional development. The 
environment is well equipped with age appropriate materials and furnishings that contribute to the 
overall learning experience. 
 
Monday: 90 Little Ave 9am-Noon and 1pm-4pm 
  49 Coulter St 9am-Noon and 1pm-4pm 
Tuesday: 339 Essa Rd 9am-Noon and 1pm-4pm 
Wednesday: 380 Duckworth St 9am-Noon and 1pm-4pm 
  225 Kozlov St 9am-Noon and 1pm-4pm 

Kidz Club – Summer Club is coming back! 

Barrie Housing is happy to announce that Summer Club is coming back for months of July 
and August. 
Kidz Club, Summer Club is a safe place for kids to learn about honesty, respect for self and 
others and build on the values that help each child grow and develop.   
Filled with games, crafts, prizes and snacks this club is FREE for children ages 3yrs to 12yrs 
to come out and have some fun!  Running out of the common rooms at Mill Creek, Cundles 
Terrace, Coulter Glen, Summitview and Northfeilds, please keep your eyes peeled for flyers 
with the specific dates and times for each location! 
For more information and registration please contact Maddie Newman at 
maddie.n@bigchurch.cc 
 

Coulter Glen Book Club 
 
The Coulter Glen Book Club runs every 3rd Thursday at the Coulter Glen Hub from 2pm-3pm.  
Books are available on loan to join our group and discussions over light refreshments at 49 
Coulter St.  The group is open to all tenants who wish to escape into their imaginations with a 
good book!  Our next meeting is June 20th at 2pm.  Our title for June 2019 will be Water for 
Elephants. 
For more information or to be a part of our group, please contact Karey Comer at  
705-727-0414 ex 222 or karey@barriehousing.com 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


